[Challenges in social medicine counseling and expert assessment].
The services of expert testimony and professional consultation in sociomedicine are considerably challenged. It is not so much the question of maintaining their traditional functions but of developing them in order to maintain at least the status quo. These challenges consist for example of the lack of a scientific basis for the complex function of allocation, piloting and control of medical resources. Some new approaches are offered by the ICIDH, by new instruments of medical assessment and by quality management including "evidence-based medicine". Furthermore the services of expert testimony must bridge the gap between patients and social services in a way which is satisfactory for the population. Nevertheless, these services must maintain strict independence.